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Abstract 

Background 

In Cameroon, just like in many sub-Saharan countries, studies on marital dissolution 

(MD) among ever-married women are limited. This study aimed to assess the factors 

associated with marital dissolution among ever-married women in Cameroon. 

Methods 

The 2018 Cameroon Demographic and Health Survey (CDHS) data was used. A 

sample of 4,562 women was selected from the domestic violence module. 

Frequency distributions were used to describe the characteristics of respondents. 

Chi-square tests were used to establish the association between MD and the 

explanatory variables. Binary logistic regressions were used to establish the factors 

that were associated with MD among married women in Cameroon. 

Results 

Over one in ten women (11%) of the ever-married women experienced marital 

dissolution. Factors associated with MD included age (AOR= 2.56; 95% CI: 1.67- 

3.94), residence (AOR= 1.76; 95% CI: 1.20-2.57), region (AOR=2.17; 95% CI: 1.23-

3.85), children ever born (AOR=0.35; 95% CI: 0.17-0.72), and religion (AOR=1.75; 

95% CI: 1.07-2.88).  MD was also associated with wealth quintile (AOR=1.93; 95% 

CI: 1.18-3.15), employment status (AOR 1.71; 95% CI: 1.21-2.41), partner control 

issues (AOR=1.86; 95% CI: 1.15-2.44), and intimate partner violence (AOR=1.59; 

95% CI: 1.03-2.43). 

Conclusion 

Marital dissolution through divorce or separation among ever-married women in 

Cameroon is associated with age, place of residence, region, the number of children 

ever born, religion, wealth quintile, and employment status of women. Other factors 

such as partner’s behavior and intimate partner violence are also associated with 

marital dissolution. 
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Background 

The dissolution of marriage, also known as divorce or separation and widowhood, 

occurs when the bond of matrimony between a married couple is dissolved or a 

couple living apart from each other but are still married until they get a court 

judgment or the loss of one’s partner in death (Omoro, 2018; Sanizah et al., 2014; 

Adedini et al., 2020). However, other studies (Glenn & Supancic, 1984; Gottman & 

Levenson, 1992) defined marital dissolution as divorce and separation. For this 

study, marital dissolution means divorce and separation. 

Globally, the divorce rate more than doubled between 1970 and 2008 from 2.6 

divorces to 5.5 for every 1,000 married persons (DePaulo, 2019). In the developed 

world, 20% to 30% of European marriages dissolve within 15 years compared to 

42% in the United States (Andersson, 2002). 

Estimates for 33 countries in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) showed that 25% of 

marriages ended in a divorce between 15-19 years after the commencement of the 

first union (Clark & Brauner-OttO, 2015). 

The 2018 Cameroon Demographic and Health Survey - Multiple Indicator Cluster 

Surveys  (CDHS-MICS) established that  6% of Cameroonian women were divorced 

or separated (Enquête Démographique et de Santé du Cameroun, 2018). 

Studies show that marital dissolution is associated with  age, ages difference, age 

at marriage, level of education, place of residence, number of children, wealth 

quintile, religion,   region, and  Intimate partner violence (physical, sexual and 

emotional) (Adegoke, 2010; Amato, 2010; Chisumpa & Chirwa-Banda, 2020; Clark & 

Brauner-OttO, 2015; Clarke-Stewart & Brentano, 2008; Omoro, 2018; Raley & 

Bumpass, 2003).   

Education is a fundamental step towards promoting equal participation of women in 

society (Omoro, 2018). Moreover, education empowers women to acquire 

knowledge, skills, and self-confidence.  It enables them to take advantage of health 

and economic opportunities,  raises their standard of living, and thus enabling them 

to participate fully in development processes (Sahay, 1998).  

The risk of marital dissolution is lower among women with a college degree in 

developed countries (Steidl & Raley, 2015). However, among women in developing 
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countries, the higher their education attainment, the higher their chances of divorce 

(Njonjo, 2013). 

Another determinant of marital dissolution is the age at first marriage (Adegoke, 

2010). Women who marry while still in their teens were twice more likely to divorce 

compared to women in their thirties (Adegoke, 2010).  However, another study done 

in 19 countries in SSA indicated that the majority of women who had experienced 

marital dissolution were those who married late (Chisumpa & Chirwa-Banda, 2020). 

Women’s place of residence has been associated with marital dissolution. For 

instance, women living in urban areas are more likely to experience marital 

dissolution than those in rural settings (Adedini et al., 2020; Clark & Brauner-OttO, 

2015).  

Religion and culture influence marital dissolution. India’s low rate of divorce (1%)  , is 

attributed to their culture and religion which promotes monogamy (Omoro, 2018). 

The lowest divorce rates are often found in countries with large Catholic populations, 

such as Chile, Colombia, and Ireland, as well as Muslim countries like Libya, 

Uzbekistan, and Bahrain (Smith, 2016). It is believed that cultural influence is still 

strong in sub-Saharan Africa (Odimegwu et al., 2017).  

Children ever born (CEB) have been associated with marital dissolution (Adegoke, 

2010). Women who had children were more likely to stay in unions compared to 

those who did not (Adegoke, 2010). Voluntary and involuntary childlessness has 

been associated with divorce (Adegoke, 2010; Clark & Brauner-OttO, 2015; Osiki, 

1995; Salami & Bakare, 2001). 

Intimate partner violence presents a special case in the literature on marital 

dissolution (Adkins & Kamp Dush, 2010). For women experiencing IPV, the end of 

the union may represent a positive development for the victim (Adkins & Kamp Dush, 

2010). However, women who end abusive unions often experience distressing, 

conflict-ridden interactions with their ex-partners, especially if involved in shared 

parenting (Pagelow, 1990). Even in the absence of children, the initial period post-

dissolution is both physically and psychologically dangerous for the victim (Adkins & 

Kamp Dush, 2010). Researchers found that more than a third of women who 

became separated from their abuser experienced continued physical abuse after 

separation (Fleury et al., 2000; Hotton, 2001). 
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Despite available evidence on marital dissolution in Cameroon (Enquête 

Démographique et de Santé du Cameroun, 2018), there is a dearth of information on 

factors associated with marital dissolution among ever-married women in Cameroon 

(Enquête Démographique et de Santé du Cameroun, 2018). Marital dissolution has 

serious consequences for the partners and members of the family, especially the 

children. It has psychological, social, and economic implications on men and women 

as marital partners (Omoro, 2018; Steidl & Raley, 2015; Stroup & Pollock, 1994). 

Dissolution results in economic disadvantage among couples, with women 

experiencing a steeper decline than men (Steidl & Raley, 2015). The standard of 

living of women decreases by 27% while men may experience a 10% increase 

(Peterson, 1996). The effect of divorce on children is associated with academic 

difficulties and disruptive behaviors such as theft, disrespect, violent behavior, drug, 

and alcohol abuse. Such children have higher rates of depressed mood, lower self-

esteem, and emotional distress (Nofrio, 2011).  

The study (Adedini, Oluwaseyi & Ntoimo, 2020) did in Cameroon was based on 

systematic reviews on marital (union) dissolution in SSA. However, a country-level 

analysis of factors associated with marital dissolution has not been done. Therefore, 

this study aimed at assessing the factors associated with marital dissolution among 

ever-married women in Cameroon.  

Methods 

Data source and sampling procedure  

The study used secondary data obtained from the 2018 Cameroon Demographic 

and Health Survey (CDHS). The data were accessed with permission from Measure 

DHS. The CDHS used a cross-sectional study design.  The  2018 CDHS is a 

national population-based household survey and uses a random, stratified, 2-stage 

sample technique  (Enquête Démographique et de Santé du Cameroun, 2018).  

A sample of 13,527 women age 15-49 years were investigated. Out of these, only 

married, divorced, or separated women who were selected from the domestic 

violence (DV) module were considered for this research, for 4,562 cases. This study 

was interested in divorced and separated women. Therefore, the widows and those 

who were never married were dropped. The data were weighted to adjust the sample 
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to reflect the key population, to cater for non-response and limit potential bias. The 

data were weighted to make the sample look the same size as the population.  

Measures of outcome variables 

Participants for this study were women who were divorced or separated before the 

survey selected from the domestic violence module. In this study, women who were 

never married and widowed were excluded and the outcome variable marital 

dissolution was recorded as a binary outcome. The main outcome measure was 

marital dissolution through divorce or separation from husband/primary sexual 

partner. Women who were married and living together with a partner were 

categorized as “0”, while those who were divorced/separated were categorized as 

“1” (Chisumpa & Chirwa-Banda, 2020).  

Measures of explanatory variables 

Three indices were used to measure intimate partner violence: physical violence, 

emotional violence, and sexual violence (EDS-MICS, 2011; Kwagala et al., 2016; 

Nankinga et al., 2015; Wandera, 2009). These were derived from three questions 

“experienced any physical violence?”, “experienced any emotional violence?” and 

“experienced any sexual violence?”. The responses of these variables were 

categorized into “yes” and “no”. The “yes” responses were coded ‘1 for experiencing 

any of the three forms of violence and the “no for not reporting any of the forms of 

violence” responses were coded ‘0’. 

Demographic variables included age, residence, region, religion, and children ever 

born. Age was recoded into 5 categories: 15-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39 and 40-49. The 

residence was recoded into urban and rural. The region was recoded into 10 

categories: Adamawa, Centre, East, Far-north, Littoral, North, North-west, West 

South and South-west. Religion was recoded into Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, and 

Others. Children ever born was recoded into 4 categories: None, 1-5 children, 6-9 

children, 10+ children 

Socio-economic factors included: highest educational level (no education, primary, 

secondary, or higher), wealth index (poorest, poorer, middle, richer, and richest), and 

respondent currently working (no and yes). The ‘yes” responses were coded ‘1’ and 

the “no” responses were coded ‘0’. 
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Partner’s characteristics included drinking alcohol, and control issues (Kwagala et 

al., 2016; Wandera, 2009). Husband/partner alcohol drinking was a binary variable 

(0 = No and 1= Yes). Husband/partner control issues will be measured based on 

response to questions on decision-making on major household purchases and 

finances. This was recoded into two categories (0 = No and 1 = Yes). 

Statistical analyses 

Frequency distributions were used to describe the background characteristics of 

women and their partners. Cross-tabulations with Pearson’s Chi-Square test (χ2) 

tests were used to investigate associations between marital dissolution and 

explanatory variables (IPV and women’s background factors). The level of statistical 

significance using p-value was set at p<0.05. For all the models, the variables that 

were not significant at the bivariate level of analysis were excluded. Finally, binary 

logistic regression models were conducted to identify factors associated with MD. 

The strengths of the relationships were reported as odds ratios (OR) with 95%, 

confidence intervals (CIs). All weighted analyses were performed using STATA 

version 15.  

Results  

Descriptive characteristics 

Table 1 shows the demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the sample. 

Eleven percent (11%) of Cameroonian women selected for the domestic violence 

module had dissolved unions. More than half (52%) of the women lived in rural 

areas. The Centre region had the highest representation (20%). Thirty-five percent of 

the respondents were Catholic. The majority (74%) of women had between one to 

five children. 

 Forty one percent had attained a secondary or higher educational level. Twenty-one 

percent belonged to the poorer and middle class respectively. More than half (71%) 

of women were employed. Almost half (46%) of the women had partners who drank 

alcohol. Most (63%) women had husbands or partners who were controlling. IPV 

stood at 13% for physical IPV, 29% for emotional IPV, and 10% for sexual IPV.  
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Association between marital dissolution and independent factors 

Table 2 shows that factors had significant associations with marital dissolution were 

age (p=0.015), residence (p=0.003), region (p<0.001), religion (p<0.001), children 

ever born (p=0.035), highest educational level (p=0.002), wealth quintile (p<0.001), 

and respondent currently working (p<0.001). Other associated factors were 

husband/partner drinks alcohol (p=0.016), husband/partner’s control issues 

(p<0.001), and Intimate partner violence (physical, emotional, and sexual) (p<0.001) 

respectively. 

Multivariate results  

Table 3 shows the net influence of explanatory variables on the occurrence of 

marital dissolution among ever-married women in Cameroon. The factors which 

were associated with MD among women in Cameroon were: Age, place of 

residence, region, religion, CEB, wealth quintile, employment status, partner’s 

control issues, and emotional violence. 

With respect to age, the odds of MD were higher (AOR= 2.56; 95% CI: 1.67- 3.94) 

among women age 40-49 years compared to those age 15-24 years. Women who 

resided in urban areas were more likely (AOR=1.76; 95% CI: 1.20-2.57) to 

experience marital dissolution compared with those in rural areas. Women in the 

Centre region were more likely (AOR=2.17; 95% CI: 1.23-3.85) to experience marital 

dissolution compared to those in the North.  With respect to religion, women who 

belonged to the Catholic religion were at higher odds (AOR=1.75; 95% CI: 1.07-2.88) 

of marital dissolution compared to Muslims. Women who had 6-9 children were less 

likely (AOR=0.35; 95% CI: 0.17-0.72) to experience MD compared to those with no 

children. 

Regarding wealth quintile, women from the poorer wealth quintile had higher odds 

(AOR=1.93; 95% CI: 1.18-3.15) of MD compared to the poorest. Respondents that 

were currently working had higher odds (AOR 1.71; 95% CI: 1.21-2.41) of MD 

compared to those who were not. women whose partners had control issues had 

higher odds (AOR=1.86; 95% CI: 1.15-2.44) of MD compared to those who were not. 

Women who experienced emotional IPV were at higher odds (AOR=1.59; 95% CI: 

1.03-2.43) of MD compared to those who did not. 
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Discussion 

This paper aimed at investigating the factors associated with marital dissolution 

among ever-married women in Cameroon. The prevalence of MD among these 

women is relatively low (11%) compared to an average of 25% for SSA (Clark & 

Brauner-Otto, 2015). However, the prevalence of MD by divorce/separation is 

higher among women who experienced domestic violence. This value is greater 

than  national prevalence which stands at 6% for all women 15-49 years old 

(Enquête Démographique et de Santé du Cameroun, 2018).  

From the results, demographic (age, residence, region, and religion), 

socioeconomic (CEB, wealth quintile and respondent currently working) 

characteristics, partners’ behaviors (husband/partner drinks alcohol and 

husband/partner control issues), and IPV (emotional) were significantly associated 

with MD. 

Concerning age, older women of reproductive age were at increased risk of marital 

dissolution. These findings are similar to studies carried out in SSA (Chisumpa & 

Chirwa-Banda, 2020; Adedini et al., 2020),  Nigeria (Adegoke, 2010), and the United 

States of America (Amato, 2010). This may be due to the broad cultural shifts in the 

meanings of marriage and divorce and separation that influence all generations 

including older adults. Specifically, the weakening appreciation of marriage as a 

lifelong institution may contribute to an increase in divorce among middle age and 

older adults (Wu & Schimmele, 2007). Also,  marriages change and evolve over the 

life course and thus may no longer meet one’s needs at later life stages (Brown & 

Lin, 2012). However, because the data were cross-sectional, the study could not 

ascertain exactly when the dissolution occurred. 

As for the place of residence, women in Urban areas of Cameroon were more likely 

to divorce or separate from their partners than those in rural areas. This ties with the 

various findings (Adedini et al., 2020; Clark & Brauner-Otto, 2015) which showed 

that women in urban areas were more likely to divorce or separate from their 

partners. Urbanization has contributed greatly to change in marital systems in Africa. 

This has brought about weakening kinship ties and strength in unions, giving way to 

marital dissolution particularly separation and divorce (Adedini et al., 2020). This 

could imply that women in urban areas are less tolerant compared to those in rural 
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areas. An increase in rights awareness and possibility of independent sustenance 

could contribute to this. Also, there is less stigma attached to marital dissolution in 

Urban areas where people tend to be more anonymous (Kalmijn & Uunk, 2007; 

Lyngstad, 2006). However, the association between place of residence and MD was 

obtained without regard for other community-related factors and focus exclusively on 

urban/rural differentials in divorce risk. It might be that MD is seriously confounded 

by other community-level variables (Lyngstad, 2011). A more critical view on this 

assertion is now warranted. 

The higher odds of MD in the Central region could be attributed to the fact that the 

region being mostly Urban is the capital and is more populated and has diverse 

people and cultures. Some women may be influenced by the lifestyle in this area 

which may cause them to divorce or separate from their partners. However, other 

community-related factors were not considered. The focus was on regional 

differentials in the risk of divorce (Lyngstad, 2011).  

Pertaining religion, Catholic women were at higher risk of divorce. This contradicts 

findings that reported that MD is the lowest among countries with large Catholic 

populations (Smith, 2016). Indicators of religiousness or religious commitment (i.e., 

decision to have a religious versus civil marriage ceremony, wives’ religious 

attendance) bear a modest inverse relationship to the risk of subsequent marital 

dissolution (Vaaler et al., 2009).  

With regards to the number of CEB, women who had 6-9 children were less likely to 

have dissolved marriages. This matches studies in SSA which indicated that women 

who had many children were less likely to dissolve their unions  (Adegoke, 2010; Clark 

& Brauner-Otto, 2015; Izugbara & Ezeh, 2010; Osiki, 1995; Salami & Bakare, 2001). 

This is plausible since marriages for the most part are child-centered and men do not 

want to lose their linage. Many think that having more children proves the masculinity 

of their partners and is a sign of their love for their partners. Some women also think 

that the many children they have, the less likely their partners will have extramarital 

affairs. Large numbers of children call for commitment to maintain stability in the home. 

Often such women may have no way out given the large numbers of children. In Africa, 

childlessness is a key determinant of marital dissolution (Adegoke, 2010; Takyi, 2001).  
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As for wealth index, women in the poorer class had a higher possibility of being in 

dissolved unions. These findings are similar to studies across SSA (Chisumpa & 

Chirwa-Banda, 2020),  Nigeria (Adegoke, 2010), and the United States of America 

(Amato, 2010). Poverty contributes to tension, violence among couples and 

subsequent dissolution. Couples may be separated to seek better standards of living 

and wellbeing (Tamborini et al., 2015). 

With respect to employment status, women who were currently working were at 

higher odds of MD. This ties with the demographic transition which was 

characterized by an increase in employment rates and an increase in MD (Kalmijn, 

2007; Van de Kaa, 1987). However, findings from a study show that women’s paid 

work becomes detrimental to the stability of the union only if the male partner’s 

contribution to unpaid (household chores and child care) work is limited. This study 

went further to demonstrate that if the husband holds a conservative gender 

ideology, he will do less unpaid work and at the same time will exhibit dissatisfaction 

with the fact of his wife’s employment (Mencarini & Vignoli, 2018). 

Regarding husband/partner’s behaviour, women whose husband/partner had control 

issues were at higher odds of MD. This ties finding done from another study (Lewis, 

2020) which indicated that using power and control is the most destructive force any 

human can bring to a marital relationship. Partner’s controlling behavior is linked to 

IPV (Gubi et al., 2020; Nankinga et al., 2015) which subsequently leads to 

dissolution. 

Intimate partner violence was associated with MD in Cameroon. The study showed a 

significant relationship between emotional violence and MD. Experiencing this form 

of violence was a reason why women left their unions. This is in line with a study 

done by Elena (2018), which showed that low levels of forbearance, differences 

between the partners result in emotional strain for couples which leads to MD in 

many cases. Perhaps, women walk away from such abusive relationships to regain 

their self-confidence and heal from the traumatic past. IPV also indicates poor nuptial 

relationships between couples. This is usually accompanied by extramarital affairs 

(Nankinga et al., 2015) which may lead to divorce or separation. 

 



12 

 

Conclusion 

Our findings showed that marital dissolution among ever-married women in 

Cameroon was associated with background characteristics of women (age, 

residence, region, CEB, religion, wealth quintile employment status), partner’s 

behavior (husband/partner’s control issues), and IPV (emotional).  

This risk of divorce and separation is greater among women between the ages of 40 -

49. Women residing in the Center region reported being divorced and separated. 

Women who had between 6-9 children were less likely to dissolve marriages. Poorer 

women were also involved in dissolved unions. In addition, women who were currently 

working, whose partners were controlling, and had experienced emotional violence 

were divorced and separated. This study therefore recommends community-level 

studies to understand baseline causes of marital dissolution for better intervention. 

Marriage counseling, information, education, and communication is necessary for 

emotional IPV. Setting up community-based structures to mitigate marital problems 

will help prevent dissolution. 
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Tables 

Table 1: Distribution of respondents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Variable / Categories Frequency (n) Percentage (%) 

Current marital status   

Not dissolved 3,668 89.2 

Dissolved 444 10.8 

Age group    

15-24 967 23.5 

25-29 933 22.7 

30-34 833 20.3 

35-39 619 15.1 

40-49 760 18.5 

Residence    

Urban 1,989 48.4 

Rural 2,123 51.6 

Region    

Adamawa 214 5.2 

Centre 820 19.9 

East 281 6.8 

Far-north 725 17.6 

Littoral 526 12.8 

North 621 15.1 

North-west 231 5.6 

West 423 10.3 

South 202 4.9 

South-west 69 1.7 

Religion    

Catholic 1,434 35.0 

Protestant 1,028 25.1 

Muslim 1,223 29.9 

Others 411 10.0 

Children ever born    

None 305 6.7 

1-5 children 3,363 73.7 

6-9 children 789 17.3 

10+ children 105 2.3 

Education level    

No education 1,104 26.8 

Primary 1,337 32.5 

Secondary or higher 1,672 40.7 

Total    
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Table 1: Continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%) 

Wealth Index    

Poorest 812 19.7 

Poorer 876 21.3 

Middle 856 20.8 

Richer 807 19.6 

Richest  762  18.5 

Respondent currently working   

No 1,215 29.5 

Yes 2,897 70.5 

Husband/partner drinks alcohol   

No 2,228 54.2 

Yes 1,885 45.8 

Partner control issues   

No 1,496 36.8 

Yes 2,573 63.2 

Experienced Physical IPV   

No 2,691 87.4 

Yes 389 12.6 

Experienced Emotional IPV   

No 2,916 70.9 

Yes 1,196 29.1 

Experienced Sexual IPV   

No 3,684 89.6 

Yes 428 10.4 

Total   100 
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Table 2: Association between marital dissolution and independent variables 

 Marriage Dissolved  

Variables Not dissolved Dissolved P-value 

Age   0.015 

15-24 92.5 7.5 

25-29 90.4 9.6 

30-34 87.9 12.1 

35-39 86.9 13.1 

40-49 86.8 13.2 

Residence   0.003 

Urban 87.2 12.8 

Rural 91.1 8.9 

Region   <0.001 

Adamawa 90.6 9.4 

Centre 81.0 19.0 

East 90.2 9.8 

Far-north 91.3 8.7 

Littoral 89.9 10.1 

North 94.1 5.9 

North-west 84.2 15.8 

West 94.1 5.9 

South 91.1 8.9 

South-west 87.6 12.4 

Religion   <0.001 

Catholic 85.9 14.1 

Protestant 89.5 10.5 

Muslim 93.4 6.6 

Others 88.1 11.9 

Children ever born   0.035 

None 90.0 10.0 

1-5 children 88.1 11.9 

6-9 children 92.2 7.8 

10+ children 95.4 4.6 

Highest educational level   0.002 

No education 92.9 7.1 

Primary 88.3 11.7 

Secondary or higher 87.5 12.5 
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Table 2: Continued 

 Marriage Dissolved  

Variables Not dissolved Dissolved P- value 

Wealth quintile   <0.001 

Poorest 94.5 5.5 

Poorer 87.2 12.8 

Middle 86.9 13.1 

Richer 86.1 13.9 

Richest 91.8 8.2 

Respondent currently working   <0.001 

No 92.8 7.2 

Yes 87.7 12.3 

Husband/partner drinks alcohol   0.016 

No 90.8 9.2 

Yes 87.3 12.7 

Husband/partner control issues   <0.001 

No 93.8 6.2 

Yes 86.4 13.6 

Physical IPV   <0.001 

No 92.3 7.7 

Yes 82.3 17.7 

Emotional IPV   <0.001 

No 91.9 8.1 

Yes 82.5 17.5 

Sexual IPV   <0.001 

No 90.5 9.5 

Yes 78.0 22.0 

Total     
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Table 3: Logistic regression model 

Variables Adjusted odds ratio (AOR) 95% Confidence Interval 

Age   

15-24 (rc) 1.00  

25-29 1.31 0.81-2.13 

30-34 1.93* 1.25-2.96 

35-39 2.36* 1.47-3.8 

40-49 2.56* 1.67-3.94 

Residence   

Rural (rc) 1.00  

Urban 1.76* 1.2-2.57 

Region   

North (rc) 1.00  

Adamawa 1.66 0.9-3.08 

Centre 2.17* 1.23-3.85 

East 1.07 0.55-2.1 

Far-north 1.64 0.98-2.73 

Littoral 1.11 0.55-2.24 

North-west 1.72 0.86-3.47 

West 0.62 0.3-1.29 

South 1.04 0.46-2.32 

South-west 1.37 0.47-3.95 

Religion   

Muslim (rc) 1.00  

Catholic 1.75* 1.07-2.88 

Protestant 1.23 0.75-2 

Others 1.48 0.83-2.65 

Children born   

No children (rc) 1.00  

1-5 children 0.78 0.44-1.38 

6-9 children 0.35* 0.17-0.72 

10+ children 0.21* 0.06-0.75 

Highest education level   

No education (rc) 1.00  

Primary 0.95 0.63-1.44 

Secondary or higher 1.04 0.65-1.68 
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Table 3: Continued 

Variables Adjusted odds ratio (AOR) 95% Confidence Interval 

Wealth index   

Poorest (rc) 1.00  

Poorer 1.93* 1.18-3.15 

Middle 1.64 0.93-2.89 

Richer 1.23 0.60-2.55 

Richest 0.54 0.25-1.17 

Respondent currently working   

No (rc) 1.00  

Yes 1.71* 1.21-2.41 

Respondent currently working   

No (rc) 1.00  

Yes 1.71* 1.21-2.41 

Husband/partner drinks alcohol   

No (rc) 1.00  

Yes 0.74 0.51-1.07 

Partner control issues   

No (rc) 1.00  

Yes 1.83* 1.27-2.62 

Physical IPV   

No (rc) 1.00  

Yes 0.94 0.57-1.53 

Emotional IPV   

No (rc) 1.00  

Yes 1.86* 1.34-2.57 

Sexual IPV   

No (rc) 1.00  

Yes 1.68 1.15-2.44 

Observation 3,366  
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