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Since the appearance of the first "official" cases of HIV in Côte d'Ivoire in the mid-1980s, the 

increase in HIV infections, the AIDS epidemic, and their harmful consequences, both at 

national and community level, have led the Ivorian government, with the support of 

international partners, to set up HIV prevention programmes as early as 1987. These 

programmes were implemented in the country from the creation of the National AIDS Control 

Committee in 1987 to the establishment of the National AIDS Control Programme and have 

followed one another as the epidemiological situation has evolved. However, it must be noted 

that although these programmes have made it possible to improve certain risk behaviours of 

individuals and to contribute to the reduction in contraceptive prevalence, the results remain 

mixed. Indeed, Côte d'Ivoire is one of the countries most affected by HIV in the West and 

Central Africa (WCA) region, after Nigeria, Cameroon, and the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC), with a high number of People Living with HIV (PLHIV) estimated at 460,000 according 

to 2014 UNAIDS estimates. With a current prevalence of 2.9% of the adult population, HIV is 

still one of the health priorities in Côte d'Ivoire. Thus, to better guide the development of future 

programmes to significantly reduce HIV, this study aims to assess the impact of past HIV-AIDS 

prevention programmes on the sexual behaviour of adolescents and young people in Côte 

d'Ivoire. The questions it will attempt to answer are (i) What is the source of change in the 

sexual behaviour of adolescents and young people? (ii) Which subgroups of adolescents and 

youth have experienced the most behavioural change? (iii) Have prevention programmes had 

an impact on the sexual behaviour of adolescents and young people? (iv) Have other socio-

economic programmes had an influence on the sexual behaviour of adolescents and young 

people?  

To answer these questions, the study draws on data from the DHS surveys of 1994, 1998, 2005 

(Survey on AIDS Indicators) and 2012. The target population is young unmarried men and 

women living in Côte d'Ivoire, aged 15-24 years.  

The decomposition method as proposed by Eloundou et al (2017) was used in its basic (simple 

decomposition) and extended (advanced decomposition) aspects.  The dependent variable of 



the study, which considers one of the risk behaviours of individuals, is the non-use of condoms 

during the last sexual intercourse. The classification variable is the level of education of 

adolescents and young people, which was subdivided into three groups (no level; primary level; 

secondary level and above).  

The expected results would be to see that the change in risk behaviour of adolescents and young 

people is due to a behavioural effect (positive role of HIV prevention programmes), with a 

strong contribution from the group with secondary education and above.  


